
ALERT Wired Research 
Communication: Sharing Oral, Visual, or On-Screen Presentations

Student _______________________Topic/Issue: _____________________________

Presentation Skills
Falls Short Developing Capable Beyond 

Basics
Amazing 
Abilities

Organization & 
Sequencing—Create a 
presentation an audience 
can follow from one topic 
to the next: idea-to-idea, 
scene-to-scene. Finish 
within the time given.

I jump from one 
fact to another, 
making it difficult 
for people to 
follow my  ideas 
and the links 
between them. 
(1)

Someone familiar 
with the subject 
will need to help 
me summarize or 
provide links 
between ideas. 
(2)

I understand 
what I want to 
say, and 
someone new to 
the subject may 
understand my 
ideas with effort. 
(3)

I know what I want  
to say and am 
willing to try 
different 
approaches until 
most people 
understand. (4)

I present clear, 
organized, ideas 
with the goal of 
helping everyone 
understand this 
topic completely. 
(5)

Graphics & Visual Aids
—Prepare maps, 
illustrations, and artifacts 
that add to the 
presentation and show 
care in preparation.

Who needs 
pictures? I want 
you to look at 
me! OR I am a 
copy and paste 
hero! When I 
find a good 
image that’s 
small, I just 
stretch it out. (1)

Someone else 
with a general 
understanding of  
the subject may 
recognize the 
graphics. They will 
have to help me 
interpret them. (2)

I produce visual 
aids that work; 
someone new to 
the subject will 
understand and 
follow with some 
distractions. (3)

I produce quality 
visual aids 
classmates will 
follow with few 
distractions. (4)

I provide 
excellent 
graphics that add 
to the 
presentation 
without 
distractions and 
promote better 
understanding of 
the subject. (5)

Fluency—Plan & practice 
to provide a high quality 
experience for viewers; 
high confidence, strong 
voice, technology tools 
used to good effect, no 
arguments or distractions.

I was in a hurry 
and just got the 
project finished 
in time; my 
rough drafts are 
better than most 
people’s best 
work. (1)

Someone else 
with a general 
understanding of 
the subject may 
need to help me 
rephrase or 
rewrite before 
others will 
understand. (2)

I send a 
message that 
reaches readers 
or viewers with 
some 
distractions. (3)

I author a quality 
message with 
clear text or 
narration and few 
distractions. (4)

I communicate 
without any 
distractions from  
language 
conventions to 
give readers and 
viewers an 
excellent 
experience. (5)

Relevance—Review 
information for accuracy; 
be a “local expert” on the 
subject. Presentation 
stays on topic.

I think 
sometimes 
people just want 
a show; they 
won’t notice that 
it isn’t on topic. 
(1)

Someone else is 
likely to be 
puzzled by the 
decisions I made 
about the ideas to 
include. They will 
have to ask me 
questions to learn 
the reasons. (2)

I produce work 
that is related to 
the unit of study. 
Readers or 
viewers think, 
“Ah, I see.” (3)

I produce a 
product that 
provides clear 
new details about 
the topic. Readers 
or viewers think, 
“That’s 
interesting.” (4)

Provides new 
knowledge 
readers or 
viewers can 
connect to their 
previous 
understanding: 
“So that’s how 
that works!” (5)

Creativity—Present 
information in a new or 
interesting way or deliver 
an “Oh, wow!” moment. 

 I use the same 
tools and skills I 
used in earlier 
grades. Why 
mess with 
success? (1)

Someone else will 
see I made a 
creative effort, but 
may not 
understand my 
goal. (2)

I produce work 
without major 
distractions that 
keeps readers or 
viewers 
engaged. (3)

I produce a fine 
product! Readers 
or viewers think, 
“That’s well 
done!” (4)

I provide an 
excellent 
experience! 
Readers or 
viewers think, 
“That’s awesome! 
How can I do 
that?” (5)

Sources—Identify sources 
of information for further 
investigation or study and 
thank others (authors, 
classmates, teachers) for 
help.

 I did not provide 
sources, and if 
asked I will try to 
quickly change 
the subject. (1)

 Someone else 
can do the same 
kind of 
search--“Google,” 
“DISCUS,” or 
“Fact Monster” 
and probably find 
what I found. (2)

I outline my 
sources clearly 
enough that an 
interested person 
can find them 
again (title & 
author, specific 
web address) (3)

 I produce well-
identified sources 
from the same 
media (all 
websites, all 
books) (4)

I provide 3 or 
more well-
identified sources 
from a variety 
(mix) of different 
media; I identify 
what came from 
which source. (5)
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A = 100-93   B = 92-85   C = 84-77   D = 76-70   F= 69 and below 




